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Pro-Palestine Events
Test New Guidelines

By Alex Ellefson
Editor-in-Chief

The administration left
no stone unturned while
preparing for two upcom-
ing events organized by
the Students for Justice in
Palestine (SJP), even ask-
ing the club’s members to
participate in a Q&A prep-
aration workshop, accord-
ing to the SJP President.

“They even offered to
have someone from the de-
bateteamrunthe Q&A,” said
SJP President Sundus Seif.

The two SJP events gen-
erated significant media in-
terest. A daily news article
published last week said
that journalist Ben White,
who speaks at Brooklyn
College this Thursday, had
defended former Iranian
President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad’s statement that,
“Israel must be wiped off
the map.” White told The

“This feels like
Déja vu. It’s the
same people, the
same discussion
and the same
issue.”

Kingsman that his words
was taken out of context.

The SIP also invited
pro-Palestine activist
Josh Ruebner to speak in
SUBO this Wednesday.

The two events drew crit-
icism from Israel support-
ers because two of Brook-
lyn College’s departments
elected to co-sponsor the
events, echoing a similar
controversy last semester
when the Political Science
department  co-sponsored
an SJP event advocating for
boycotts, divestments and
sanctions (BDS) of Israel.

The BDS controversy
escalated after four Jew-
ish students were ejected
from the event, prompt-
ing a CUNY investigation

into allegations of dis-
crimination at the event.

The investigation con-
cluded that the four students
were unjustly removed by
security and recommended
that security at future events
be controlled by senior
college administrators, in-
stead of the student club.
The CUNY investigation
also advised the college
grant equal access to the
media and create a uni-
versal RSVP system after
finding numerous problems
with the event planning.

Brooklyn College admin-

istrators, faculty and staff
worked over the summer
to come up with the Event
Planning and Implementa-
tion Handbook to address the
findings of the investigation.

“These policies should
have taken a year to write,”
said CLAS President Da-
vid Rosenberg, who helped
draft the handbook. “We
did it in two months.”

The administration clas-
sified the SJP’s upcoming
lectures as both Major and
Special Events, which are
defined in the handbook.
Major Events are likely
to attract a lot of attention
from the media while Spe-

cial Events are expected
to be attended by a non-
Brooklyn College audience.

By classifying the SJP
events in these categories,
the administration has the
authority to oversee aspects
ofthe eventsimplementation
like the RSVP system, secu-
rity protocols, media access
and other responsibilities.

The upcoming SJP events
allowed the administra-
tion to test how the new
handbook works under cir-
cumstances that are similar
to the BDS controversy.
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“This feels

like Déja
vu, It’s the same people,
the same discussion and
the same issue [as BDS],”

said Rosenberg. “We're
going to find out if the pol-
icies are really working
for high-pressure events.”

The first problem to
arise, Rosenberg said, was
a dispute with the polit-
ical science and sociol-
ogy departments over the
department’s decision to
co-sponsor the events.

Much of the last semes-
ter’s controversy stemmed
from the political science
department’s  co-sponsor-
ship of the BDS lecture.
Critics like State Assembly-

tendance™ as a_supporter.

man Dov Hikind argued that
the co-sponsorship meant
that the college endorsed
a point of view that some
students found offensive.

The department said
the sponsorship simply
signaled that the event

was worth attending, but
was not an endorsement.

To prevent similar con-
troversies in the future,
the handbook defined an
organization that lends
“its name to an event in
order to encourage at-
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Because of this, Seif said
that Student Affairs refused
to let the SJP write that po-
litical science and sociology
were co-sponsors on fly-
ers advertising the events.

They asked her to adhere
to the guidelines and change
the wording to “supporters.”

However, the depart-
ments rejected the changes.

“Our department voted
to say co-sponsor,” said
Political Science Chair
Paisley Currah. “The word
supporter, to people who
speak  english, sounds
like an endorsement. It
doesn’t capture our intent.”

Seif said that Student
affairs made her change

the flyer at least five times
before they agreed to al-
low her club to call the
departments  co-sponsors
if the flyer carried a foot-
note that read: “Co-sponsor
does not imply endorse-
ment of any viewpoints
expressed at the event.”

Seif said she supported
the faculty’s right to choose
the wording on the flyer.

“The administration
is being too strict,” she
said. “If they just lis-
tened to me, none of this
would have happened.”

“It’s a very
detailed, concise
document that
anyone can
quickly access.”

However, Seif said that
the RSVP system set up
by the administration pre-
vented a lot of the confu-
sion experienced during
the BDS controversy. The
CUNY investigation re-
ported that the administra-
tion asked the SJIP to change
their RSVP system several
times, which caused some
names to be accidentally
dropped from the list and
led to allegations that peo-
ple were not allowed into
the event because of their
religious or political beliefs.

This semester, all stu-
dent events must use
the Eventbrite website
to register  attendees.

“It helps us a little not
to have to worry about ad-
mitting people,” said Seif.

Communications Direc-
tor Keisha-gaye Anderson
said that the handbook’s
purpose was to consoli-
date event planning rules,
many of which already ex-
isted, into one document.

“It's a very positive
development,” she said.
“It’s a very detailed, con-
cise document that any-
one can quickly access.”



